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	Teacher Name: 

	Date
	Formative Assessment Strategy
	Description

	
	Index Card
Summaries/
Questions
	Periodically, distribute index cards and ask students to write: (Side 1) Based on our study of (topic), list a big idea that you understand. (Side 2) Identify something about (topic) that you do not yet fully understand.

	
	Hand Signals
	Ask students to display a designated hand signal to indicate their understanding of a specific concept, principal, or process:  I understand () I do not understand ()  I’m not completely sure ()

	
	One Minute Essay
	A one-minute question is a focused question with a specific goal that can be answered in a minute or two.

	
	Analogy Prompt
	Present students with an analogy prompt: (A designated concept or process) is like _____________ because ______________________.

	
	Web or Concept Map
	Graphic organizers http://www.graphic.org/concept.html 


	
	Misconception Check
	Present students with common or predictable misconceptions about a concept.  Ask them whether they agree or disagree and explain why.  The misconception check can also be multiple choice or true false.

	
	Student Conference
	One-on-one conversation to check level of understanding.



	
	3-Minute Pause
	Students stop, reflect on the concepts and ideas that have just been introduced, make connections to prior knowledge, and seek clarification.
· I changed my mind about….
· I was surprised about….

	
	Observation
	Strategies:
Anecdotal Records, conferences, checklists


	
	Self-Assessment
	After collecting information about their own learning, students plan next steps in their learning.

	
	Exit Card
(Exit Slips)
	Exit cards are student responses to questions posed at the end of a class or learning activity or at the end of the day.

	
	Portfolio Check
	Check the progress of a student’s working portfolio in content areas (not limited to writing).

	
	Quiz 
	Examples—multiple choice, true/false, short answer, paper and pencil, extended response, “clicker system”

	
	Journal Entry
	Students record understanding of topic, concept or lesson taught.  The teacher reviews the entry to see if the student has gained an understanding.

	
	Choral Response
	In response to a cue, all students respond verbally at the same time.  The response can be either to answer a question or as repetition to something the teacher has said.

	
	Alphabet Summary
	Each student is assigned a different letter and he/she must select a word starting with that letter that is related to the topic being studied.

	
	Debriefing
	A form of reflection immediately following an activity.


	
	Idea Spinner
	The teacher creates a spinner marked into 4 quadrants labeled: 1. Predict, 2. Explain, 3. Summarize, 4. Evaluate.  After new material is presented, the teacher spins the spinner and asks students to answer a question based on the location of the spinner.  For example, with the “Summarize” quadrant, the teacher might say, “List the key concepts.”

	
	Inside-Outside Circle
	Inside and outside circles of students face each other.  Within each pair of facing students, students quiz each other with questions they have written.  Outside circle moves to create new pairs. Repeat.

	
	Numbered Heads Together
	Each student is assigned a number.  Members of a group work together to agree on an answer.  The teacher randomly selects one number.  Student with that number answers for the group.

	
	One Sentence Summary
	Students are asked to write a summary sentence that answers the “who, what, where, when, why, how” questions about the topic.

	
	One Word Summary
	Select (or invent) one word which best summarizes a topic.


	
	Think-Pair-Share
(5-10 minutes)
	After a lesson or demonstration, students think individually and record three statements on cards, then pair (discuss with a partner) then share with the class.

	
	Turn to Your Partner
	Teacher gives direction to students.  Students formulate individual response, and then turn to a partner to share their answers.  Teacher calls on several random pairs to share their answers with the class.

	
	Oral Questioning
	· How is __________ similar to/different from ______?
· What are the characteristics/parts of _____________?
· In what other ways might we show/illustrate ______?
· How does _______ relate to ______________?
· What ideas/details can you add to ________________?
· Give an example of _________________________.
· What is wrong with ________________________?
· What might you infer from ________________?
· What conclusions might be drawn from ___________?
· What problems are we trying to solve?
· What are you assuming about _______________?
· What might happen if ______________________?
· What criteria would you use to judge ___________?
· What evidence supports ___________________?
· How might we prove/confirm _____________?
· What alternatives should be considered?
· What approach/strategy could you use to ___________?

	
	Muddiest Point
	Students write one or two ideas that were least clear to them from the current or preceding class period. 


	
	Memory Matrix
	Students fill in cells of a two-dimensional diagram for which the instructor has provided labels.

	
	Application Cards
	After introducing an important theory, principle, or procedure, ask students to write down at least one real-world application for what they have just learned.

	
	RSQC2
	In two minutes, students recall and list in rank order the most important ideas from a previous day's class; in two more minutes, they summarize those points in a single sentence, then write one major question they want answered, then identify a thread or theme to connect this material to the course's major goal

	
	Characteristic Features
	Students summarize in matrix form those traits that help define a topic and differentiate it from others; useful for determining whether students separate items or ideas that are easily confused. 

	
	Lab Reports
	



	
	Peer/Self-Assessment
	· comment on final or draft essays/reports 
· grade presentations/performance 
· propose a grade for their own work, after seeing/assessing others’ work 
· discuss and suggest improvements to others’ work 
· reflect on improvements they could implement themselves 
· discuss in groups before collectively providing a grade and feedback 

	
	Four Corners
(15-20 minutes)
	State a situation; then ask student to go to one of four corners of the room, marked—1. Strongly Agree, 2. Agree, 3. Disagree, 4. Strongly Disagree.  There students exchange their opinions or reasoning, and summarize their reasoning for presentation to the other three corners.

	
	Prediction Pairs
(5-10 minutes)
	Divide the class into pairs and have students work in pairs as they listen to a short story you are reading aloud.  Read a short passage, then pause to ask the prediction pairs to state, “What will happen next?” and “What are your reasons for this prediction, based on the story so far?”

	
	K-W-L Trio
(15 minutes)
	Before a film, lecture or reading, have students work in threes to write down what they already know about the subject and what they want to learn about the subject.  After delivery, have each trio:
· Circle the “known information.
· Put asterisks next to the questions that were answered.
· Add other things they learned.

	
	Numbered Heads Together
	1. Divide the students into groups of four and give each one a number from one to four.
2. Pose a question or a problem to the class.
3. Have students gather to think about the question and to make sure everyone in their group understands and can give an answer.
4. Ask the question and call out a number randomly.
5. The students with that number raise their hands, and when called on, the student answers for his or her team.

	
	Jigsaw
(15 minutes)
	Each student in a trio reads a separate page or a portion of a longer selection.  Then he or she teaches the main points to the other two members of their study group.  Each then quizzes the other members to make sure everyone knows all parts thoroughly.

	
	Group Test Taking for Practice
(20 minutes)
	The day before a test, give student groups copies of earlier versions of your test or questions similar to those that will actually be on the test.  Tell them, “Tomorrow as individuals you will get a test like this.  There will be no team to help you, but you can help one another today.  Coach your teammates so everyone will do well tomorrow.”

	
	


	







